The nutritional requirements of Neisseria meningitidis have been studied by several investigators, and a semidefined medium suitable for the growth of wild-type meningococci has been developed (R. G. Watson and H. W. Scherp, J. Immunol. 81:331, 1958) . It is clear from these studies that meningococci do not require an exogenous supply of purine and pyrimidine bases. It might be desirable, however, to add a nucleic acid precursor to label the nucleic acids with 'IC VOL. 94, 1967 NOTES Adenine is clearly the most actively utilized compound (Table 1) . Guanine and uracil are the only other compounds incorporated in significant amounts. Approximately 60% of the label was recovered in the nucleic acid fraction, of which 93% was ribonucleic acid (RNA) and 7% deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). Figure 1 illistrates the rate of incorporation of adenine-8-'4C at various stages of growth. The results indicate that incorporation begins im-1263 mediately after the addition of the labeled compound, and remains linear over the full range of growth.
These results clearly show that radioactive adenine can be used to obtain labeled nucleic acids from wild-type N. meningitidis. It has been successfully employed for the labeling of the DNA of several species of Neisseria (D. T. Kingsbury,
